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the Great War the Australian. Fleet, which had been re-
inforced when the German Far Eastern Fleet was at large
in the Pacific, comprised one battle-cruiser, five cruisers,
twelve destroyers and six submarines, and amounted to
thirty-three vessels in all. Financial considerations did not
however, admit of the maintenance of so large a Fleet in
time of peace, and the Australian Government decided to
reduce its own Navy and to leave the responsibility for the
defence of Australia to England. That was why it so keenly
supported, in conjunction with that of New Zealand, the
proposal to construct a main Pacific base at Singapore.
When a Conservative Government in England passed this
proposal, the battle-cruiser Australia (afterwards broken up
in accordance with the terms of the Treaty of Washington)
and about twenty other ships were paid off.
Later, however, a Labour Government in England
stopped all work on the Singapore base, and Australian
opinion veered round in favour of building their own ships
and resuscitating their own Navy. A Bill to this effect was
introduced in June 1924, and passed by the Dominion
Parliament. It provided for the construction of two cruisers
and two submarines as well as for the establishment of a
fuelling station at Port Darwin and a seaplane base at
Sydney. Effect has been given to it, and two io,ooo-ton
cruisers have been added. All these ships are now in com-
mission.
New Zealand Navy.
New Zealand is vulnerable in much the same way as
Australia. For this, as well as for financial reasons, she has
thought it better to rely on a British Fleet based on Singapore
than to have her own Dominion Navy. This may sound
unfair, but the people of New Zealand argue that the
English gain more by it than they do.
At present New Zealand has two cruisers. A programme
passed in 1923 provided for three cruisers, some submarines,
and a fuelling station at Auckland. Two of the cruisers and
the fuelling station have been completed.
The following memorandum shows the importance
attached to the Singapore base by the New Zealand Govern-
ment :

